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July 2022 

 

Speaking Truth in Kindness – By Timothy Keller 

 

“Honest scales and balances belong to the Lord; all the weights in the bags are of his making… Every word 
of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” (Proverbs 16:11, 30:5)  

Concern for truthfulness is not merely practical but right. Business schools’ ethics classes advise honesty as 
the most profitable business policy. But God desires honesty in business even when, as here, dishonesty in 
scales and balances could make you a lot of money and never be found out. The reason? God is truth by 
nature—all his words are flawless and true. The Lord is the real in contrast to the fictitious; he is the absolute 
in contrast to the relative; he is the substantial in contrast to the ephemeral.  

We are to “put on the new self, created to be like God” (Eph. 4:24) and “therefore… speak truthfully to [our] 
neighbor” (Eph. 4:25). We must be truthful if we are to be like God, for he cannot lie, he always keeps his 
promises. He always means exactly what he says and says exactly what he means – he cannot be incon-
sistent with himself. Above all, Jesus is Truth itself (John 14:6). He reveals God, the ultimate truth, perfectly.  

Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up. (Proverbs 12:25)  

The second mark of good speech is kindness. It is not enough to be truthful. The word translated as kind 
means “personal and kind, pleasant and sweet, timely and thoughtful.” Because our words must be life-
giving, we must never use truth as a weapon. You must ask yourself why you are telling the truth. Is it to win 
an argument? To punish or pay back by embarrassing the other person? To undermine something true that 
the person is saying but you don’t want to hear? To defend your pride? To complain? To make yourself 
look good to others?  

St. Paul says every word must pass this test—“that it may benefit those who listen… according to their 
needs” (Eph. 4:29). When you tell the truth, you should always have a “ministry motive.” You should only 
confront to help another person achieve illumination and understanding or to remove distance and barriers 
between you and the other person. Speak the truth, but in love (Eph. 4:15). If you do so, it can lift up even 
someone sinking in anxiety and fear.  

*Taken from Timothy Keller’s devotional through Proverbs, God’s Wisdom For Navigating Life 



E 
ach year, YouthWorks 

provides a full package 

for our mission trips. 

Our days begin with devotions, 

shift into service days, then a 

little downtime before evening 

worship and church time. This 

year, the theme was “For Real” 

and the messages all pointed 

to living and loving authentical-

ly. As a youth ministry, our mis-

sion statement makes it clear 

that we are a relational minis-

try with a love, grow, serve 

model. This year’s YW theme 

tied perfectly with this and re-

minded us to continually ask 

God to help us see others as 

He sees them, wherever we 

are.   

At the end of our trip, we made 

a stop at a beautiful park for a 

picnic supper and some free 

time. I walked out to a dock 

and breathed deep. I prayed in 

gratitude for all that had come 

to fruition, for all the ways we 

had grown as individuals and 

as a team on the trip, for our 

incredible teens and all the po-

tential their lives represent, 

and for each of the adult lead-

ers I am so blessed to serve 

alongside. My heart is full! I am 

so honored to have the privi-

lege of leading this team dur-

ing this interim time. God has 

prepared the way for the next 

leader, and I ask that you keep 

that individual in your own 

prayers as the time for change 

approaches.  

Our team will be sharing about our experience during the 

church service on Sunday, July 10. We hope you will join us 

that morning to hear how God has used this trip to impact 

the lives of our students.  

 

With joy, 

Christi  
Continued on next page 
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CrossRoads Church Youth Update 
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June is when we catch up on 
Youth medical and  social media 
waivers.  If you have not already 
done so, please submit your 7th-
12th grade student’s  information 
online through our website:  

www.crossroadschurchff.com  

or by calling the church office 218-
739-3391. 

Mission Trip Highlights 

    

    



 

Habitat for Humanity International believes that "everyone deserves a de-
cent, affordable, and safe place to live."  

In the communities in and around Fergus Falls there is a very active and 
thriving HFH organization. You likely have seen, and possibly been in-
volved in the building of one of the new homes. They are a witness to the 
fantastic work that is done when a community comes together to serve 
someone in our own families. 

"Seeking to put God's love into action, Fergus FAlls Area Habitat for Hu-
manity brings people together to build affordable homes and give hope 
to families in our local communities." 

This summer, our community has the honor of helping FFAHFH host the 
annual HABITAT 500. This event, being held July 14-17, will involve ap-
proximately 150 bike riders. for 3 days of cycling around our beautiful 
Ottertail County. This is a  fundraising event that also helps to raise 
awareness of the need for decent and affordable housing in our commu-
nities. 

Hundreds of volunteers will be involved in making this a successful and 
smooth running event. We at CrossRoads Church will also be involved, by providing one of the many meals. 

Sunday morning, July 17,, from 6:00 - 7:00, we will be providing breakfast for the bikers before they head out for that day's 
ride. They will join us down in Lakeside for a quick but healthy meal. 

We will need 8-10 people to help set up, prepare and serve the meal to these hungry bikers, as well as clean up after they 
leave.  This is a great opportunity for you early risers, to grab a cup of coffee, and join others in our church family as we 
serve these friends. 

Contact Nancy Nelson if you are willing to join the volunteer team that morning. 320-815-4724 ,    

danandnanc7@gmail.com.   

If you want to learn more about this event, check out the website at: habitat500.org. 
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Habitat for Humanity Breakfast 

Financial 
Updates 
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Mark Your Calendars 

August 7-Lake baptism at the 
Crabtree home on Swan Lake-
picnic to follow. 
August 14-Youth Group goes 
to Red Hawks game 
 
There will be no Children's Church or 
Nursery for the months of June and July. 
 

 

If  you have something you would like to in-

clude in the  newsletter, please email it to  

info@crossroadschurchff.com by the 22nd 

of the month (to be published in the follow-

ing month’s issue). 

Newsletter Submissions 

If  you have something you would like 

to include in the  newsletter, please 

email it to  

info@crossroadschurchff.com by the 

22nd of the month (to be published 

in the following month’s issue). 

 

 

Ministry Staff 
 

Joey Kalan   Senior Pastor 
Christi Horgen   Interim Youth Director 
 Trisha Grove   Children’s Ministry Director 
 Nancy Nelson  Care Coordinator 
 

Overseer Board 
 

Dan Heikes  Dave Bjork 
Katrina Mouser  Bruce Money 
Charlie Smith  Tim Swedberg             
Sue Wilken  Joey Kalan  
 

629 East Channing Avenue 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
 

218-739-3391 

Crossroadschurchff.com 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9:00am-2:00pm 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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No Chil-
dren’s 
Church or 
Nursery for 
June and 
July 


